
 

 
Royal Greenwich Trust School’s COVID-19 SEND Policy Addendum 

 
Introduction: 
 
This appendix is part of delivering on Royal Greenwich Trust School’s ongoing commitment to ensuring 
that young people with complex needs are supported effectively during this national health 
emergency. As such, it sits alongside a range of other guidance from the government on how to ensure 
the safety of vulnerable children and young people. 
 
The purpose of this appendix is to outline Royal Greenwich Trust School’s approach to those students 
with an EHC Plan during COVID-19 with regards to; 
 

• Returning to Royal Greenwich Trust School’s site, 

• Continuing to be educated at home if their Risk Assessment deems this necessary, 

• Additional provisions which may support students’ SEND, 

• Annual Reviews and  

• Support for Transitions and Local Authority Consultations 
 
Alongside Royal Greenwich Trust School’s;  
 

• approach towards the Request to Local authorities for an Assessment of students’ Educational 
Health Care Needs. 

• Support for those students identified within Royal Greenwich Trust School’s internal SEND 
register, which identifies students as requiring ‘School Support.’ 

 
 
Royal Greenwich Trust School is guided government legislation  Special Educational Needs and 
Disability (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (the ‘Amendment Regulations’)  which 
temporarily amends 4 sets of Regulations that specify timescales that apply to local authorities, health 
commissioning bodies and others, including Royal Greenwich Trust School: principally for various 
processes relating to EHC needs assessments and plans. Where it is not reasonably practicable or is 
impractical to meet that time limit for a reason relating to the incidence or transmission of 
coronavirus, the specific time limit (such as to issue a plan to someone eligible for one within 20 weeks 
of the initial request) in the regulations being amended will not apply. Instead, the local authority or 
other body, including Royal Greenwich Trust School will have to complete the process as soon as 
reasonably practicable or in line with any other timing requirement in any of the regulations being 
amended.  

 

Returning to Royal Greenwich Trust School’s site: 

Royal Greenwich Trust School is following the government’s request that the risk assessments for 
children and young people with EHC plans, are kept up to date, as per their guidance and informed by 
these risk assessments, meet regularly to consider whether it is now safe to bring back young people 
with EHC plans whatever year group they are in. 

From15th June 2020, young people with EHC plans in Royal Greenwich Trust School who have not 
been attending and are in eligible year groups should experience the same return to settings as their 
peers without EHC plans in the same year group. This return will continue to be informed by their risk 
assessment.  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/471/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/471/contents/made


 

Royal Greenwich Trust School, led by their SENDCo will continue to liaise closely with these students, 
their families, teachers, outside agency professionals and local authorities to ensure their curriculum 
is personalised accordingly and their needs, including any emotional needs specific to COVID-19 are 
being met on site. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-
guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance 

 

Continuing to be educated at home if a student’s Risk Assessment deems this necessary: 

Where a parent and Royal Greenwich Trust School decide, based on a student’s risk assessment, that 
a young person should continue to be educated at home during COVID-19 restrictions Royal 
Greenwich Trust School, led by their SENDCo will continue to liaise closely with these students, their 
families, teachers, outside agency professionals and local authorities to ensure their curriculum is 
personalised accordingly and their needs, including any emotional needs specific to COVID-19 are 
being met at home.  

Additional provisions which may support students’ SEND: 

On 1 May 2020 some aspects of the law on education, health and care (EHC) needs assessments and 
plans changed temporarily to give local authorities, health commissioning bodies, education settings 

including Royal Greenwich Trust School and other bodies who contribute to these processes more 
flexibility in responding to the demands placed on them by coronavirus (COVID-19). 

These changes were brought about by: 

a) A notice from the Secretary of State for Education issued under the Coronavirus Act 2020 to modify 
section 42 of the Children and Families Act 2014 (duty to secure special educational provision and 
health care provision in accordance with EHC plan). The duty on local authorities or health 
commissioning bodies to secure or arrange the provision is temporarily modified to a duty to use 
‘reasonable endeavours’ to do so. 

As a result of this Royal Greenwich Trust School will continue to commission external services such as 
Speech and Language Therapy and Educational Psychology will support the triangulation between 
Royal Greenwich Trust School / External professionals / Students and their families to ensure 
provisions can carry on in some form. 

Where this is not possible due to technical / language / external services barriers this will be recorded 
by Royal Greenwich Trust School and every attempt will be made post COVID-19 restrictions to put in 
place catch up measures. 

Annual Reviews: 

In keeping with government guidance Annual Reviews for those students with EHC Plans will go ahead 
as planned remotely. If remote meetings are not possible due to technical or language barriers, those 
meetings will take place as soon as possible following COVID-19 restrictions. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modification-notice-ehc-plans-legislation-changes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modification-notice-ehc-plans-legislation-changes


 

Support for Transitions: 

Royal Greenwich Trust School is continuing to provide additional support to pupils with EHC plans 
about to make a transition to Royal Greenwich Trust School from their primary school, from Royal 
Greenwich Trust School to another setting, or onto adult life.  

This support includes, but is not exclusive to: 

• Collating and processing the information gathered within Year 6 Vulnerable Student Forms 
completed by students’ Year 6 feeder schools 

• Making telephone contact with parents / family members of students with identified SEND, 

• Engaging in remote meetings with primary feeder schools 

• Liaising with specific colleagues at student’s local authorities, including specialist SEND 
Careers Advisors.  

Royal Greenwich Trust School will continue to respond to local authority consolations about the 
admission of students with EHC Plans remotely. 

Request for EHC Needs Assessment 

In line with government guidance which confirms which key elements of the processes over EHC needs 
assessments and plans are unchanged, Royal Greenwich Trust School will endeavour to continue to 
consider request for a new EHC needs assessment, and where appropriate collate professionals’ 
advice,  have regard to the views and wishes of a child, the child’s parent or a young person when 
carrying out its SEND functions under the Children and Families Act 2014 (‘the 2014 Act’) and submit 
the necessary documentation to the student’s home local authority. 
 
Given that the changes to legislation are temporary, the Department for Education will not be 
updating the statutory guidance, the SEND code of practice: 0 to 25 years. The Department for 
Education recommend that anyone referring to the SEND code of practice about EHC needs 
assessments and plans also reads this guidance. It is also important to refer to the Amendment 
Regulations for the full detail of the changes. 

The Department for Education will keep this guidance under review. 

Support for those students identified within Royal Greenwich Trust School’s internal SEND register, 
which identifies students as requiring ‘School Support.’ 

Students identified as School Support at Royal Greenwich Trust School will be offered the opportunity 
to return to site, even if they fall outside of the government specific year groups (Year 10 and 12) 
instructed to return, if Royal Greenwich Trust School and their parents deem individual students to be 
‘Vulnerable,’ on a case by case merit.  

Irrespective as to whether students identified as School Support return to Royal Greenwich Trust 
School site or continue to be educated at home remotely Royal Greenwich Trust School, led by their 
SENDCo will continue to liaise closely with these students, their families, teachers, outside agency 
professionals and local authorities to ensure their curriculum is personalised accordingly and their 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/part/3/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25


 

needs, including any emotional needs specific to COVID-19 are being met. Likewise, where external 
services / provisions are in place for students this will continue as and where possible in the same way 
as those students with EHC Plans. 


